
A Facility capabilities may include communication, resources (medical/non-medical supplies and equipment), utilities, staff, food, water, safety and security 
(including safety of buildings).

Event

6	 Event requiring facility to consider whether evacuation or Shelter in 
Place (SIP) plans should be activated

External and internal intelligence regarding event

Must Shelter-In-Place

	 The external environment would pose a greater danger to residents, 
staff and visitors than evacuation (e.g., chemical/biological agent 
release, nuclear incident plume)

	 Adequate and timely facility and/or mutual aid resources are not 
available or accessible (e.g., earthquake)

Must Evacuate

	 The proximity, scope and/or expected duration of event poses an 
immediate threat to resident and staff safety

	 Adequate and timely facility and/or mutual aid resources are  
available and accessible to support Full or Partial evacuation

Shelter In Place or Evacuation Decision

	 Duration and scope of threat to facility clear, but may evolve

	 Facility capabilities adequate to care for residents and staff with 
available support for estimated event duration

	 May or may not be barriers to mutual aid resources should evacuation 
become necessary

Need to Implement Reduction Measures

	 Facility capabilities not adequate to maintain full operations for 
estimated duration of event

	 Determination made that reduction measures necessary (for example, 
conservation of resources, curtailment of services and/or partial facility 
evacuation)

	 No identified barriers to mutual aid resources
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